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Urban Malaya/Malaysia - then and now 



Urban planning became more 

organized in the 1970s 



Malaysia has rapidly urbanised 

Year Percentage 

urban 

Growth 

Rate (%) 

Tempo of 

urbanisation 

(%) 

1970 26.8 : : 

1980 35.8 5.2 2.9 

1991 50.7 5.1 2.5 

2000 61.7 4.8 2.2 

2010 70.9 3.5 1.4 

Source: Abdul Rahman (2013) 



4 states are more than 90% urban 

 
State 

Percentage of urban population 

1970 1980 1991 2000 2010 

Johor 26.3 35.2 47.8 63.7 72.0 

Kedah 12.6 22.5 32.5 38.8 64.3 

Kelantan 15.1 28.1 33.5 33.5 41.5 

Melaka 25.1 23.8 38.7 67.4 86.5 

Negeri Sembilan 21.6 32.6 42.0 55.0 65.9 

Pahang 19.0 26.1 30.4 42.1 51.0 

Perak 27.5 33.8 53.6 59.0 69.2 

Perlis 0.0 8.9 26.6 33.8 51.8 

Penang 51.0 47.5 75.0 79.5 90.6 

Sabah 16.9 19.9 33.2 48.1 53.3 

Sarawak 15.5 18.0 37.5 48.0 53.2 

Selangor 45.6 40.9 75.2 88.1 91.4 

Terengganu 27.0 42.9 44.5 49.4 59.1 

Federal Territory of 

 Kuala Lumpur 

 Labuan 

 Putrajaya 
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Source: Abdul Rahman  2013 



Distribution of urban towns  

 



The number of towns have markedly 

increased 
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Patterns of migration is changing 

• A shift from to rural-urban migration to urban-

urban and even urban-rural migration.  

• Urban-urban migration made up about two-thirds 

of total internal migration between 1995-2000, 

up from about half in 1986-1991.  

• Rural-urban migration has fallen from 17% to 

12%.  

• In 2011, rural-urban migration was 6.4 percent 

of total migration, urban-urban migration was 

58.5% , while urban-rural migration was 24.3%. 

 



Development policies in the 1990s has 

completely transformed urban Malaysia 

 



Part and parcel of city life 

• v 



Congestion and road accidents 

accompany improvements in 

transportation networks  



Malaysian cities are far from being 

energy efficient 

 



Source: National Property Information Centre (NAPIC) 



From quality of life to wellbeing 

 



Urban wellbeing a focus of national 

transformation programs 



Public transport is 

extremely 

underutilised 

Source: Burdett 2014, Frost and Sullivans 2014 



From squatters to public housing 



 



Greater KL/KV is composed of 10 local 
authorities 

 

   
      
   
   
  
Kuala Lumpur 
  
MP Klang 
  
MP Kajang 
  
MP Subang Jaya 
  
MP Petaling Jaya 
  
MP Selayang 
  
MP Shah Alam 
  
MP Ampang Jaya 
  
Putrajaya 
  
MP Sepang 
  
 

2010 population (5.7 mln) 
'000 pax 



 



Water abundance or water shortage? 

 



Rural decline 

  1980-1991 1991-2000 2000-2010 

Sepang (including  
Putrajaya) 1.6               8.3               8.7  

Petaling              5.1               7.6               3.4  

Kulim              3.0               5.0               3.3  

Johor Bahru              5.0               5.5               3.1  

Seremban              2.4               4.6               3.0  

S.P. Selatan              1.5               4.4               2.8  

Sabak Bernam            -0.3              2.0         -1.4 

Jempol              5.4               0.7            -1.4 

Kota Tinggi              3.8               1.5           -0.6 

Kuala Pilah              0.1          -0.4           -0.3 

Segamat  1.5 0.7 -0.3 
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Quality of life 

 







East Asia Urbanisation Strategy? 

Migration 
Cross-
border 

pollution 

Food 
production 

Regional 
security 

Food, water 
and energy 

security 

ASEAN APT 
Other 

regional 
architecture 


