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O   ne of the missions of the BSBCC is to 
promote sun bear conservation in Borneo 
through animal welfare, conservation and 
rehabilitation, providing captured sun bears 
a better home and restoring their rights to 
live in the wild by enabling the rehabilitation 
and release of suitable orphaned and ex-
captive bears back to the wild. In the past 
four years the Bornean Sun Bear 
Conservation Centre (BSBCC) has released 
four bears in the Tabin Wildlife Reserve, 
Natalie (16 May 2015), Lawa (24 July 2016), 
Debbie and Damai (7 March 2018).  
  
The released candidates are independent, 
forest loving bears that are skilful in digging, 
foraging, climbing, and nest building (can be 
either tree nest or ground nest) and most 
importantly they know how to avoid humans. 
Even though the sun bears have been made 
a totally protected species under the Sabah 
Wildlife Enactment in 1997, people are still 
trying their luck at hunting a sun bear in the 
forest. There is no acceptable reason for   
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A day before departure, the veterinarian 
from BSBCC, Dr. Yeoh Boon Nie, sedated 
Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan for a final check-up 
and the keepers assisted in transferring 
them to the translocation cages. The team 
cared for them well through close 
monitoring. On the 14th of April 2019, at 3 
am, the sky is still dark, but the bear release 
team and the bears are getting ready for the 
long journey of the day.   

After a three hour drive, the team and the 
bears reached the Tabin Wildlife Reserve. 
However, the core area of the forest could 
not be reached by road. Therefore, the 
helicopter, model Sabah Air Aviation Sdn 
Bhd (Bell 206) Longranger Underslung took 
us the rest of the way there. A group of 
team members went on the first trip for the 
preparation and site inspection of the 
location. The site inspection is used to 
evaluate and identify the suitability of the 
release site. Then, the second and following 
trips included one group of team members 
with the bears.  
 
Everyone waited for Boboi, Kitud and Tan 
Tan to arrive at the core area. The first bears 
to be brought over were Kitud and Tan Tan 
together, then Boboi, all to be released 
together.  The team carried them with heavy 
footsteps. It is no easy job to release three 
bears at once. Everyone was getting tired 
and sweating a lot. Nevertheless, no one 
was complaining, because they know that it 
is totally worth it for the bears and this is 
what they want.   

hunting a wild animal; however, it is crucial 
that sun bears must know how to avoid 
humans.   
  
We are pleased to share that we broke our 
record this year by releasing three bears in 
one go. They were released into the core 
area of Tabin Wildlife Reserve, in Lahad 
Datu, Sabah on the 14th of April, 2019. 
Those released were Boboi, Kitud and Tan 
Tan, all adolescent bears. Each bear has his 
or her own story and was rescued from 
different places within Sabah.  

Boboi is a four-year-old adolescent male 
bear. He is the only male bear in the release 
group and the first male bear that we have 
released in the wild. Boboi has a best bear 
friend, Kitud, she is a four-year-old 
adolescent female bear. Boboi and Kitud 
were kept together in Singgaron Village, 
Ranau district. However, they originally were 
from Pitas, Sabah. Both of them were 
handed over to the Sabah Wildlife 
Department (SWD) and arrived at BSBCC on 
30th of October, 2015. Boboi loves to spend 
his time with Kitud and he always feels 
comfort and security when Kitud is around. 
Boboi has a wide and bright chest mark. 
However, Kitud has a thin and incomplete 
ñUò shaped chest mark. Besides her chest 
marking, another discernable feature is that 
she has brown coloured ears. Kitud is a 
curious and adventurous sun bear. She likes 
to stay up high and enjoys playing in the 
tree branches. Her daily activities are filled 
with climbing, digging and foraging in the 
forest.  
  
Tan Tan is another four-year-old adolescent 
female bear. She came to the centre slightly 
earlier than Boboi and Kitud, on the 5th of 
August, 2015. Tan Tan was rescued from the 
remote region of Paitan. The person bought 
Tan Tan with the intention of saving her life. 
After that, he/she informed the SWD and the 
Wildlife Rescue Unit (WRU) who sent her to 
BSBCC. Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan stayed 
together in quarantine. Tan Tan is a great 
climber, she broke the record at BSBCC for 
climbing the highest and she knew how to 
build a nest at just six months old.  

Boboi showing off his big and bright chestmark 

Younger Boboi (left) and Kitud (right) 

Kitud (top) and Boboi (bottom) exploring together 
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There were noises coming from every 
direction; clicking, rustling, bird song, and 
animal calls. The rainforest smells earthy 
and the scent fills the air. It is a new home 
for them! After the four year rehabilitation 
process at the BSBCC, now a new adventure 
and new chapter of their lives are just 
beginning. Once the door opened, Tan Tan 
and Boboi ran straight to the forest. On the 
other hand, Kitud was exploring her new 
environment. After a few minutes, all of 
them disappeared in front of our eyes, into 
the forest. Our feelings were mixed, but we 
were so glad that they finally attained the 
happiness they deserve! Their movements 
will be monitored via satellite collar. Be 
brave and strong Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan!   

The BSBCC truly appreciate efforts and 
assistance from all parties in our success. It 
was challenging but you all made it easier. 
You can help us by spreading the word or by 
donating at http://www.bsbcc.org.my/
donate.html. Your kindness will help to give 
the sun bears a better future!  

   
 
 
Scan on the QR code or 
click here to watch Boboi, 
Kitud, and Tan-Tanôs 
reintroduction video. 

April 2019 Bear Release snippets 

Quick check up on the bearsô condition prior to 
reintroduction. 

Helicopter was used to carry the bears to the release 
point. 

Tan-Tan ñthe arborealò  with her nest-making skills 

Thanks for giving sun bears a better future!  

Bear release team carrying the translocation cage 

Group photo of the bear release team after successful 
reintroduction 

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.htm
http://www.bsbcc.org.my/donate.htm
https://youtu.be/3YaBQAtEU9Q
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BEAR STORY 

INTEGRATION MALE BEAR MONTOM WITH ADULT BEAR GROUP 

Here are some photos taken during the 
integration of Montom with other adult 
bears.  

Integration: Montom with Julaini and 
Ah Lun  

 

O  n January 18th 2015, Montom was 
rescued by the Sabah Wildlife Rescue Unit 
from Kampung Melangkap, Kota Marudu and 
sent him to BSBCC on 21st of January, 2015. 
The story reported to the Wildlife Rescue 
Unit was the ownerôs dog chased away 
Montomôs mother and she left him behind. 
He was taken and kept as a pet for a year in 
a chicken wire mesh cage and fed with 
human food. The owner was willing to 
surrender Montom to the Sabah Wildlife 
Departmentôs Wildlife Rescue Unit. 
 
We introduced Montom to the other 
adolescent group and were pleased to see 
him get along well with all the bears. After a 
few years, Montom is no longer an 
adolescent bear so weôre going to let him 
join the adult bear group and let other 
adolescent bears join his previous group.  
  
Montom was introduced to the adult bears 
which included Rungus, Ah Lun, Julaini, Ah 
Bui and Fulung. Montom was introduced one
-by-one for the first six days as he would 
feel anxiety and fear if he met all the bears 
at the same time. At first, Montom played 
well with all the bears but Rungus and Ah 
Bui didnôt really like to play  with him and 
they stayed away or rested with enrichments 
in the buffer cage. A few days later, all the 
bears play freely with him and try to 
understand each other better even though 
sometimes they play a bit roughly. They 
frolic and chase each other and no 
aggression was observed during the whole 
integration.  

Top:  Montom (top) biting Ah Lunôs back shoulder.  
Bottom: Montom stays on the enrichment and tries to 
play with Julaini and Ah Lun 
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Integration: Montom with Rungus and 
Fulung  

After the integrations, we let Montom join 
the adult bear group in the enclosure. The 
bears wander the enclosure searching for 
food. Montom will get to learn some 
surviving skills from the bears such as 
climbing, self-defense, digging and more..  

 

Rungus stays on the enrichment and watch Fulung and 
Montom wrestle 

Julaini and Fulung mouthing to Montom 

Click on the photos or scan on the QR codes 
for the videos link. 

MORE BEAR VIDEOS 

Please enjoy the videos of our recent bears 
release and some of our wonderful rescued 
bears! 
 
 
"It is hard to say goodbye but it is their 
destiny!" 

Three sun bears were released back into the 
wild in Tabin Wildlife Reserve on April 14th, 
2019 after four years of rehabilitation at our 
centre. 
 
Watch how Boboi, Kitud and Tan Tan have 
been prepared for their new life in the wild!  
 
 
Life is meant for great adventures and 
best friends!  

Noah and Wawa play fighting in the centreôs 
natural enclosures.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YaBQAtEU9Q&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/T9MY79a4Pco
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BEAR STORY 

JOE LOVES HIS FIRST NEW FRIENDS 

Both started sniffing around while Joe was 
busy with exploring the new den first. Once 
the door opened, Logan started to play fight 
by biting and rolling with Joe.  

We decided to introduce Joe with two resident cubs.   

J  oe, a three month old sun bear cub, was 
found by a hiker alone in the forest at 
Kg.Kipaku, Tambunan. The hiker then sent 
the cub to Lok Kawi Wildlife Park on the 12th 
of April 2018. The bear arrived on the 22nd of 
January 2019. We believe that Joe was 
stolen from his mother in the wild. Joe 
appeared tame and would suckle his hind 
paws which are believed to be a result from 
being kept as a pet for long periods in 
captivity. He needs to learn all the skills he 
will require to survive in the wild ï skills that 
he would have learnt from his mother.   

  
Joe recently completed his quarantine 
period. He is now one year old and weighs 
22kg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

On the 22nd of February 2019, Joe made his 
first new friends!   

Once Joe entered the den, Logan and Romolina started 
to greet him by growling!   

Play fight! 

Mouthing between the two bear cubs 
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They can wrestle for hours and hoursé
nonstop PLAY!! 

Logan began spending more time with Joe 
while Romolina always seemed curious and 
she would paw Joe in a gentle way. 
Romolina would still like to maintain her 
independence and is less interested in 
joining the play. We found Joe being hugged 
by Logan when they met.   

We are glad to see Joe has been having a 
good time with his new friends, Logan and 
Romolina. These three bears have a close 
bond and share their food or enrichment 
together too. Little Romolina and Logan were 
quick to accept Joe.  

The three bears have been venturing out to 
the larger exercise dens which are filled with 
different types of enrichment.   

They enjoy playing, exploring and making us 
fall in love with their beautiful smiles!  

This is important for the rescued bears to 
help them recover from trauma and start to 
put their past behind them. 

Interactions between Joe, Logan and 
Romolina have shown to be positive. Joe 
now has a place full of love. Hopefully, this 
relationship can help Joe become a more 
confident and stronger bear!  

 

 

 

Funds raised 
are used to 
better the lives 
of all bears. 
Click here to 
visit our 
Adoption Page 
or scan on the 
QR code.  

Logan has shown to be a more fun-loving bear that 
always initiates play with Joe.   

Exploring around. 

Joe is gaining new experience by learning how to defend 
himself during play fights and wrestling 

Sometimes, they will prefer to relax together in their 
comfy hammock or basket.  

http://www.bsbcc.org.my/adopt.html
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B  efore the official launching was 
conducted, two Environmental Education 
officers representing BSBCC, Mdm Risnayati 
and Ms Melynda involved in a talk regarding 
ñThe Bornean Sun Bear & How to Get 
Involvedò on March 3rd, 2019 at Politeknik 
Sandakan, Sabah. It marked the unofficial 
beginning of the Sun Bear Ambassador 
Programme (SBAP) which is a joint 
collaboration between BSBCC and Politeknik 
Sandakan, for the local students to get 
involved with environmental and wildlife 
education based volunteerism. SBAP is also 
a great platform for the students to improve 
their soft skills, especially in communication, 
leadership, and teamwork. The students 
were divided into two talk sessions, with 218 
(Semester 1 & 3) and 203 (Semester 2) 
students respectively. They were very 
interactive and gave great feedback on 
SBAP.  
  
On March 26th, 2019, marks the official date 
for SBAP launching and embarked the first 
official collaboration between BSBCC with 
Politeknik Sandakan (a local tertiary 
institution which is located nearby). SBAP is 
a great platform between the two parties for 
encouraging local involvements with 
environmental and wildlife education based 
volunteerism. It was such a pleasure to kick 
start this kind of joined effort with Politeknik 
Sandakan and hope that there will be more 
local institution collaborations with us in the 
future.  
 
An informative and passionate talk was 
given by our CEO & Founder, Dr Wong Siew 
Te before the SBAP, being officiated by TS 
Dr Kesana a/l Ulaganaten, Head of the 
Department for Science & Mathematics, 
representing the Director of Politeknik 
Sandakan. A little official launching gimmick 
was also done to represent the collaboration 
before further discussion between BSBCC 
and Politeknik Sandakan on how the 
collaboration will take place for the next few 
years.   
 
 
 

Top: Student asking questions during Q&A session. 
Middle: Group photo with the selected SBAPôs 
ambassadors. 
Bottom: Discussion between BSBCC and Politeknik 
Sandakan on the details of the collaboration. 

BSBCC CORNER 

SUN BEAR AMBASSADOR PROGRAMME 
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M  arch 31st, 2019 marked another 
achievement for Bornean Sun Bear 
Conservation Centre (BSBCC) and University 
of Malaysia Sabah (UMS), Faculty of 
Sustainable Agriculture, Sandakan Campus, 
as both parties successfully organized a 
programme called Sun Bear Ambassador 
Search. The programme was directed to 
raise awareness among students and others 
in joining a charity run called  Aloha Run, 
which was simultaneously launched with the 
first programme. The programme itself 
actually started on the 30th of March, when 
10 ambassador candidates visited BSBCC to 
gather information about the sun bear, the 
centre itself and the conservation effort 
done. The participants then engaged in the 
Eco Wear competitions, Q&A session to 
gauge their knowledge about the sun bear 
and its conservation and also poster 
presentations. This programme also marked 
the first appearance of the Politechnic Sun 
Bear Ambassadors (Yes, BSBCC has 
ambassadors from two different institutes!), 
featuring Mr Elton and Mr. Logavendra 
assisting the staffs at the exhibition, which 
was also participated in by Sabah Wildlife 
Department (SWD), HUTAN-Kinabatangan 
Orangutan Conservation Programme (HUTAN
-KOCP) and Tropical Rainforest Conservation 
and Research Centre (TRCRC). Ultimately, 
despite the challenges we face, we truly 
believe there will be a bright future for the 
sun bear and wildlife in general as we 
continue to educate and encourage people to 
join us in loving, adoring and conserving our 
world of nature.  
 

Top: Mr Asnandy from Sabah Wildlife Department 
giving a talk about the protecting wildlife and 
legislation. 
Middle: Informative posters done by the participants on 
the Sun Bear and BSBCC. 
Bottom: Group photo with the winners of Eco-wear 
competition.  

BSBCC CORNER 

UMS-BSBCC SUN BEAR AMBASSADOR SEARCH 

Participants for UMS Sun Bear Ambassador Search 
visited BSBCC on March 30th. 
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O  n 2nd and 3rd of March 2019, BSBCC was 
invited by the Sabah Wildlife Department to 
join the World Wildlife Day 2019 exhibition 
and awareness carnival in Lahad Datu. The 
main purpose of this event is to encourage 
the public to become more concerned about 
wildlife conservation, and also to promote 
elements of ecotourism and local cultures. 
BSBCC sent four representatives (founder of 
BSBCC, one staff and two volunteers) to 
attend the event and exhibition. On the first 
day of the event, an interesting Sun Bear 
talk was given by the founder of BSBCC ï 
Dr. Wong Siew Te, The students were happy 
to join in during the Q & A section too! A big 
thanks to the organizer for inviting us to join 
this event to spread the word! Together we 
will save the Sun Bears!  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

WORLD WILDIFE DAY 2019 

B  SBCC was invited by the Conservation 
Biology Programme of University of Malaysia 
Sabah to participate in World Wildlife Day 
2019 on the 3rd of March 2019 at Anjung 
Siswa, UMS Kota Kinabalu. Also participating 
in the event were other NGOs, including 
Danau Girang Field Centre (DGFC), Kudat 
Turtle Conservation Society (KTCS) and 
many more. BSBCC sent two representatives 
to attend the event and exhibition. The 
event not only attracted campus students, 
but also several foreign tourists visiting 
UMS, which promotes eco-campus tourism 
and attracts visitors to the campus itself. A 
big thanks to the organizer for the invitation 
to BSBCC.  

Top: Ms Melynda giving explanation to the visitors at 
the exhibition booth 
Bottom: BSBCC representatives receiving token of 
appreciation from UMS  

World Wildlife Day Carnival, 
Lahad Datu 

Universiti Malaysia Sabah,  

Kota Kinabalu 

Top: Dr Wong Siew Te as one of the guest speaker 
during the carnival. 
Bottom: Visitors at the exhibition booth. 












































