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An adult bear named Om, came from a plantation in 
Telupid in August 2005 when he was only 5 months old.  



 

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) was 

established in 2008 as a collaborative project between 

Sabah Forestry Department (SFD), Sabah Wildlife 

Department (SWD), Land Empowerment Animals People 

(LEAP) and Malaysian Sun Bear researcher Dr. (Hon) 

Wong Siew Te. 

 

Located at Sepilok, near Sandakan on Sabahôs east coast, 

the Centre aims to carry out sun bear conservation, 

education, research and rehabilitation and provide an 

improved long term living environment for confiscated 

bears that cannot be released back into the wild. The 

Centre has two bear houses as well as a quarantine 

building. A total of 43 bears were housed at BSBCC at the 

end of 2019.  

 

Visitor numbers to the Centre continued to rise, with 

BSBCC receiving 84,496 visitors in 2019 as compared to 

77,873 the previous year. Major milestones included the 

release of three sub-adult bears, Boboi, Kitud and Tan-

Tan, who were reintroduced back to the wild in April. 

M`¢vf2¦-¢Mf` 

A photo of Boboi, the first male sun bear to be released 
back into the wild, relaxing on an uprooted Belian tree in 
the BSBCC forest enclosure.  
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 +z+-- +ĆÀĖÓ Ćæ 2íĖÙÎġĆĖĚ 

In 2019 BSBCCôs board of directors comprised Dr. 

Wong Siew Te (Founder and CEO of BSBCC), Mr. 

Frederick Kugan (Deputy Chief Forest Conservator of 

SFD) and Mr. Augustine Tuuga (Director of SWD). 

_ÙÙġíĀçĚ Ĳíġë sÀĖġĀÙĖĚ 

Throughout the year, one meeting was held with 

partners SFD and SWD, on 6th March 2019.  

zġÀææíĀç 

Five new staff joined the BSBCC team during 2019 

(Table 1). Three staff left BSBCC during the year: 

Azzry Dusain (Bear Care Coordinator), Brandon Khoo 

Lee Ming (Bear Keeper) and Abdul Rahim Abdul Kahar 

(Ticketing Cum Shopkeeper). BSBCC had a total of 30 

staff at the end of 2019. 

zġÀææ `ÀÿÙ sĆĚġ 2ÀġÙ VĆíĀÙÓ 

Bithrenley Japrin Bear Keeper 18th September 

Danny Daniellson Peter Bear Keeper 18th September 

Pradeep A/L Gunasegaran Bear Care Coordinator 1st October 

Tan Hong Siang Ticketing Cum Shopkeeper 16th November 

Nurul Haslinda binti Abdul 
Kahar 

Ticketing Cum Shopkeeper 20th November 

Table 1: New Staff Joining BSBCC in 2019 
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SFD, SWD, BSBCC 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Wong Siew Te 

CEO & Founder 

Operation,  
Maintenance &  
Reintroduction 

Research &  

Rehabilitation 

Environmental  

Education 
Sales &  

Administration 

Finance & 
Human 
Resources 

Gloria Ganang 

Executive 

Risnayati Lammu 

Officer 

 

Melynda Cheok 

Mohd Haniff 

Busrah 

Yvonne Chong 

Centre Coordinator 

Tee Thye Lim 

Executive 

David Tahir 

Mizuno Merek Men 

Senior Bear Keeper 

 

Mohd Salfazzryean 

Jeniur Justin 

Adrian Damsha 

Mohd Nur Adneed 

Bithrenley Japrin 

Danny Daniellson 

Junior Bear Keeper 

Chiew Lin May 

Officer 

Seng Yen Wah 

Pradeep A/L Gunasegaran 

Bear Care Coordinator 

Ernie Wahyuni 

Executive 

Audrey Wong Chek Yi 

Executive 

Rebecca Kimlaw 

Jerome V. Esteva 

Muhammad Khoirul Afandi 

Tan Hong Siang 

Nurul Haslinda Binti Kahar 

Ticketing cum Shopkeeper 

Dr. Yeoh Boon Nie 

Executive 

Ronny Jumahat 

Andy N. Norman 

Mohd Syarul Nizam 

Maintenance 

Faironytha Pius 

Trainee Centre 
Coordinator 

Figure 1: BSBCC Organization Chart at the end of 2019 



 

Two BSBCC staff, Seng Yen Wah and Chiew Lin May attended 

a ñBoot Campò on Wildlife Study Design and Data Analysis 

held on 7th - 18th January 2019 at Sunway University in Kuala 

Lumpur. The boot camp was attended by 23 participants from 

universities in the Philippines, Indonesia and Singapore, 

researchers from the government sector as well as NGOs 

including representatives from World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and 

World Conservation Society (WCS). The sessions during the 

boot camp focused on specific study designs and data analysis 

needed using ñRò software. 

ñBoot Campò on Wildlife Study Design and Data Analysis 

(7th ï 18th January 2019) 

zġÀææ ¢ĖÀíĀíĀç 
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Top: Participants of 
the ñBoot Campò on 
Wildlife Study Design 
and Data Analysis held 
at Sunway University, 
Kuala Lumpur 



 

A 4-day training workshop on Planning and Evaluating 

Education Programmes held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 

11th -14th March 2019, including a field visit to Phnom 

Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre on 15th March, was attended 

by Gloria Ganang and Melynda Cheok from BSBCCôs 

Environmental Education Unit. The workshop was hosted by 

Free the Bears Fund, in collaboration and with support from 

San Diego Zoo Global and World Association of Zoos and 

Aquaria (WAZA). The workshop included lectures, seminars 

and practical exercises by recognized leaders in the field of 

social science and behaviour change, including Dr. Diogo 

Verissimo and Dr. Elizabeth Davis from San Diego Zoo 

Global, as well as Dr. Sarah Thomas from the International 

Zoo Education Association. Participants were introduced to 

the processes of planning and evaluating educational 

programmes, including strategic planning for designing an 

educational programme, understanding key concepts in 

social science and behaviour change, and how to design and 

implement monitoring and evaluation of educational 

programmes. A wide range of people from six nations and 

more than 10 different organizations participated in the 

workshop, providing a great platform to network with other 

organizations in conservation education. 

Planning and Evaluating Education Programmes 

Workshop (11th ï 14th March 2019) 
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Bottom: Gloria
(Environmental  
Education Executive)  
sharing the past 
environmental 
education programmes 
done in BSBCC. 

 



 

A Zoo and Wildlife Nutrition Training Course was held at the 

Taipei Zoo, Taipei from 15th ï 17th July 2019. BSBCC was 

represented by Dr. Yeoh Boon Nie and Seng Yen Wah, 

together with other representatives from Taiwan, Malaysia, 

Thailand and Singapore. The training course conducted by 

trainers Dr. Ellen S. Direnfeld and Dr. Yang Ci Wen mainly 

focused on the basics of animal nutrition, an introduction to 

food preparation and practices in animal nutrition software, 

Zootrition. Participants discussed and learned how to meet 

the nutritional needs of wild animals in captivity and the 

relationship between nutrition and medical care. It was a 

fruitful training course which will support enhancing the 

care and welfare of the sun bears at BSBCC. 

Zoo and Wildlife Nutrition Training Course 

(15th  ï 17th July 2019) 
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Top & Bottom: Dr. 
Ellen S. Direnfeld and 
Dr. Yang Ci Wen 
conducted the training 
course on the basis of 
animal nutrition. 


